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Analysis: Australia Prevents Terrorist Attack on Nuclear Reactor
Two Militant Islamic Terrorist Cells Disrupted; Men Detained

Summary

Officials report that a remote- = ;
controlled robot located a gun in a Reported Terrorist Cell Leader, =
backpack worn by a suspect. Abdul Nacer Benbrika

Australian Law Enforcement
Conducting Terrorist Raids

Terrorist Tactics

The group has been planning the attacks for mene titree years

Several of the suspects received training fromadd@ members and then were left to plan and
execute attacks in Australia

Cell members called for others, via emails and tea$sages, to join them in NSW for jihad against
‘the enemies’; they also contacted other suspdetedrists currently under surveillance

During searches following the arrests, police ueced travel documents, computers, chemicals,
ammunition, firearms, 165 railway detonators, méefiesamurai swords, digital timers and
extremist Islamic literature

Police uncovered bomb-making instructions in Arand videos entitledSheikh Osama'’s Training
Course"and"Are You Ready to Die?"

Cell members also ordered steel drums, batteriasti@ piping, circuit kits and stopwatches

The suspects stockpiled chemicals used to make HEAMDTATP, and officials located instructions
on how to make TATP in one suspect’s home

Khaled Sharrouf allegedly tried stealing six dibitaners and 132 batteries from a Sydney store
Police uncovered campsites in the Australian Oltlvetere the suspects conducted training
Suspects purchased casing for explosives, as w#tleacomponent materials for TATP, just 11 days
prior to the arrests
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* For a complete list of cell members $etn://intelligence-summit.blogspot.com/2005/1 1 teaigan-
arrests.htmlfor listing of items seized séwtp://silentrunning.tv/?p=279

Law Enforcement Response
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Police uncovered chemicals and
weapons during the searche

Background: Australia’s History With Terrorism

» There has never been a major attack on Austratisualisring peacetime

* In November 2002 and October 2003, Osama bin Lddelared that Australia was a major target

» Australia is a staunch ally of the United Stated laas troops deployed in support of Coalition
efforts in both Afghanistan and Iraq

» There are a growing number of terrorist cells ofiegan Australia. Followers of Abu Musab al-
Zarqgawi, for example, have actively been attemptingecruit Australian Muslims

» Other Islamist terrorist organizations such as dmslamiyah (Indonesia), Abu Sayyaf and MILF
(Philippines) present a clear threat to Austratid &s regional partners

* The Lucas Heights nuclear reactor, located in an8yduburb, has previously been a terrorist target

* In 2000, New Zealand detectives discovered a tistrplot to attack the Lucas Heights reactor,
however, no arrests were made

» There is minimal uranium on-site as the reactarwsater-cooled research reactor, which does not
generate power, but produces radioactive isotopemédical devices

Profile of Cell Members
» Spiritual leader of the cells, Abdul Nacer Benbyifidk.a. Abu Bakr, was born 1960 in Algeria, and
is an outspoken supporter of Osama bin Laden
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» The Islamic Council of Victoria claims Benbrika has standing as a spiritual leader within the
Muslim community in Australia

» Benbrika was associated with the Melbourne ReligiGantre run by Sheikh Mohammed Omran, a
Muslim cleric who leads a group called the Ahlusigah wal Jamaah Association

» Authorities confiscated Benbrika's passport in Ma2005 and raided his home in June

» All suspects are Muslim and either citizens or legenigrants to Australia

* The 8 Sydney men are accused of conspiring to naatwre explosives in preparation for a terrorist
act and of planning a ‘catastrophic’ act of tersori

* The 10 Melbourne men are accused of being memiberseororist organization

» Shane Kent, a 28 year old Australian-born Muslimvest, trained at the al Farooq terrorist camp in
Afghanistan from June to August, 2001; he met laden just months before September 11th

» At least two suspects had terrorist training iniBtak. Amar Haddara possessed a letter that would
have gained him access to a terrorist training camp

The Lucas Heights Nuclear Reactor
Located Outside of Sydney, Australia

Aerial View of the Lucas Heights
Nuclear Reactor

Implications for Law Enforcement
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Christen Eddy provided this case study to CPT
For more information please contact Tim Connor$2af) 599-7000 or via e-mail:
tconnors@manhattan-institute.org or visit our website atww.cpt-mi.org.




